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Abstract

Izz al-Din Kikaws ruled the country of Rum alone between the year 644-646AH / 1246-
1248AD, depending on the coins that were found for him and bearing the title, as the three
brothers ruled the country from 647-655 AH / 1249-1257 CE, then Rukn al-Din Qalaj
Arslan ruled the country Solo since the year 657 AH / 1259 CE, and those periods
produced a group of dinars and dirhams bearing the name of the Sultan alone supported by
the Titles in addition to the name of the Abbasid caliph, the Titles, the order of striking,
its place and date. Minting, which used to take place in many mint but the two were Sivas
mint and Konya mint was the most famous.
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Garden Statue in Historic Gardens: Creativity and Artistic Integration
Art and environment cannot be separate as the influence each other in
a mutual way. The relation evolving from the integration of art vision
and its surrounding space can embrace multiple features. It is crucial
to fully understand the nature of space and its characteristics before
studying the visual art of sculptures in historic gardens. Thus, the
current study meant to discuss different approaches gardens’ designs.
Furthermore, the study emphasized the visual values of garden
statues and their integration, as well as, harmony with surrounding
landscape; in an implicit and explicit context. The current study also
shed some light on the evolution of garden sculptures throughout
different eras. Conservation codes and regulations were also discussed

in regards to open-air sculptures.
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Aesthetic values— historic gardens — garden sculptures
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summary

This research is a study from a cultural point of view in Arab history and on the subject of
a specific economic field and an important economic resource that has been known to the
.region since ancient times, which is gum Arabic

:This research has been divided into two chapters

The first chapter is a preface by giving a brief idea of the economic importance of the Arab
.countries since ancient times, then a definition of gum Arabic for Arab scholars

:As for the second chapter, which is the main chapter, several topics were mentioned
1.Methods of using gum Arabic

2.The famous types of gum Arabic

¥.Some plants and trees known as aromatic substances

¢.Uses of gum and its place among peoples

5.The most important areas producing aromatic materials and the ways of transporting
.them by land and sea
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Sturgis, russell; a dictionary of architecture and building; biographical, historical and descriptive,
volume. i, new york, 1905, pp 995 — 999.
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Prampolino; a palace at cairo, egypt, op. Cit, p 69.
(*) Petrucci, f. Bargagli; 1’officina franci e l'arte del ferro battuto, vita d'arte: rivista mensile
illustrata d'arte antica e moderna, v.2 (1908), publisher siena, 1908, pp 26 — 30.

(5) W. Raafat, samir; cairo, the glory years: who built what, when, why and for whom...,

harpocrates pub — alexandria, egypt, 2003, pp 106 — 110.
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(") Prampolino, signor carlo (architect); a palace at cairo, egypt, the american architect, wednesday.

February 9, 1910, vol. Xcvii, no. 1781, new york, 1910, pp 69 - 71.

(®) Prampolino; a palace at cairo, egypt, op. Cit, pp 69 — 71.

(®) Italy. Ministero di agricoltura, industria e commercio; dizionario dei comuni del regno d'italia,

quinta edizione, firenze, torino, milano, 1869, pp 28, 40.

(*%) Annuario politecnico italiano rassegna tecnica di tutte le industrie nazionali, milano, xviii

edizione —anno xiv e. f, 1936, p 427.

(*) Renwick, w. g; marble and marble working; a handbook for architects, sculptors, marble quarry

owners and workers, and all engaged in the building and decorative industries, new york, 1909, p

216.

(**) Renwick; marble, op. cit, p 198.

(*3) Stone devoted to the quarrying and cutting of stone for architectural uses, volume xxxiii, new

york, january — december, 1912, p 195.

(**) Merrill, george p, stones for building and decoration, new york, 1910, pp 333 — 334.

(**) Renwick; marble, op. cit, p 207.

(*%) Hill fay, albert; a glossary of the mining and mineral industry, washington, 1920, p 109.

(*') Societa toscana di scienze naturali; atti della societa toscana di scienze naturali, residente in

pisa, vol. xxiv, pisa, 1908, pp 120 — 130.

(*8) Renwick; marble, op. cit, pp 216 — 217.

(%9) Stone devoted, volume xxxiii, op. cit, p 413.

(*°) Petrucci; Iofficina franci, op. cit, pp 26 — 30.

(*") Petrucci; Iofficina franci, op. cit, pp 26 — 30.

(%) Prampolino; a palace at cairo, egypt, op. cit, pp 69 — 71.
(®®) Burckhardt, jacob, & holtzinger, heinrich; geschichte der renaissance in italien, esslingen a. n:
paul neff, 1920, p 306.
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(24) Viollet-le—duc, eugene—emmanuel; dictionnaire raisonne de l'architecture frangaise du xie au

xvie siecle, tome troisieme, paris, 1875, pp 217 — 219.
(%) Prampolino; a palace at cairo, egypt, op. cit, pp 69 — 71.
(%) The inland architect and news record, volumes xxix and xxx february 1897 - january 1898,

chicago, 1897, p iii.

(27) Commissione di storia patria in occasione della mostra di antica arte senese, fatta nel palazzo
del comune. arte antica senese — aprile—ottobre 1904, siena, 1904, pp 569 — 570.

(28) Lessona, michele; volere & potere, volume unico, quinta edizione, firenze, 1872, pp 213 —
215.

2%) Commissione di storia patria, op. cit, pp 569 — 570.

30) Lessona; volere & potere, op. cit, pp 213 — 215.

31} Lessona; volere & potere, op. cit, pp 213 — 215.

33) Lessona; volere & potere, op. cit, pp 213 — 215.

3%) COMMISSIONE di storia patria, op. cit, pp 569 — 570.

3%) Petrucci; I’officina franci, op. cit, pp 26 — 30.
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(Pubblicato da | pasqualucci, annuario d'italia per I'esportazione e l'importazione, roma, 1902, p

399).
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(Albo dei produttori italiani in ogni ramo industrial, firenze, anno ii — 1918 — 19, p 369)

(*7) Petrucci; officina franci, op. cit, pp 26 — 30.

)
)
)
(**) Commissione di storia patria, op. cit, pp 569 — 570.
)
)
)

(38) Petrucci; I’officina franci, op. cit, pp 26 — 30.
r0oe Ly slh (e 3ig pall dclia 8 dacadia "Tortolini e Fiesoli di Bronzi" (Jswé s 55548 5d (™)
(Pubblicato da | pasqualucci, annuario d'italia per I'esportazione e l'importazione, roma, 1902, p
399).
il Gl @lilis auaiy ulaill delive duali y Lyl 3 Aiaeall cileliall S 5é aal (o sty Ll 5534855
:0= "fonderie di ottone"
(Albo dei produttori italiani in ogni ramo industrial, firenze, anno ii — 1918 — 19, p 369)

(40) Moretti, arch. gaetano; la villa zogheb in cairo due parole sull’architettura moderna in egitto,
anno xii. fasc. i, gennaio. 1903, milano, 1903, p 3.

(*') Bulletin financier international; ii. année — n. 10, samedi, 10 mars 1888, rome, 1888, p 177.
(42) Great britain. foreign office; diplomatic and consular reports. italy. report on thie industries of
the province of florence, no. 570 miscellaneous series. london: 1901, p 14.

(43) Picard, m. alfred; rapports du jury international; groupe iii, paris, 1890, p 235.

(**) Nicola, festa; atene e roma, anno. iv, n. 28, aprile 1901, fieenze-roma, 1901, pp 135 — 136.
(*) Nicola; atene e roma, op. cit, pp 135 — 136.

(46) Horner, susan & horner, joanna b; walks in florence and its environs, vol. ii, london, 1884, p
393.

(47) Bulletin financier international; op. cit, p 177.

YYA



(Y+14) 5, 55501 sl L5 olol il &gl U

(*) Nicola; atene e roma, op. cit, pp 135 — 136.
(*) Horner, susan & joanna b; walks in florence, op. cit, p 393.

(*°) Nicola; atene e roma, op. cit, pp 135 — 136.

Qe s 13 gadia s Ol (55 yee Ly Ldd i 55 "juglandées” Able ¢ 5o "walnut” s "Noyer" sl cais ()
ua‘)aﬂbwcm.‘gby J\.\.\L&.\\J\ dmy\@uﬁn}\ (7Y e\_\ilu\eﬁgy \MM&JJFD@&@L’&L 15318 cJazll
oVl G angaii g Y delin (Al (S5 (s lall deaiing oLiaiDU AL 2o glia agalg elal) caad el 5 (jlasall
Chabat, pierre; dictionnaire des termes employes dans la construction, vol. ga. — pi, paris, 1881,

p 460.

(°?) Prampolino; a palace at cairo, egypt, op. cit, pp 69 — 71.
(®®) Prampolino; a palace at cairo, egypt, op. cit, pp 69 — 71.
(54) Mollett, john william; an illustrated dictionary of words used in art and archaeology: explaining

terms frequently used in works on architecture, arms, bronzes, christian art, colour, costume,
decoration, devices, emblems, heraldry, lace, personal ornaments, pottery, painting, sculpture, &

c, with their derivations, london, 1883, p 345.
(®°) Prampolino; a palace at cairo, egypt, op. cit, pp 69 — 71.
(*°) Petrucci; Iofficina franci, op. cit, pp 26 — 30.

(57) Meyer; franz sales; handbook of ornament; a grammar of art, industrial and architectural
designing in all its branches, for practical as well as theoretical use, eight edition, new york, 1900,
p 70.

(*®) Meyer, handbook of ornament, op. cit, p 43.

(59) Chabat, pierre; dictionnaire des termes employes dans la construction, complément -vol. a. -
z, paris, 1878, p 476.

(60) Weale, john; rudimentary dictionary of terms used in architecture, civil, architecture, naval,
building and construction, early and ecclesiastical art, engineering, civil, engineering, mechanical,
fine art, mining, surveying, etc, london, 1849 — 1850, p 294.

(6‘) Adeline, jules; adeline's art dictionary: containing a complete index of all terms used in art,
architecture, heraldry, and archeology, translated from the french and enlarged, london, 1891, p
262.

(°®) Adeline; adeline's art dictionary, op. cit, p 262.

(*) Meyer; handbook of ornament, op. cit, pp 95, 100 — 101, 103.

(64) Sturgis, russell; a dictionary of architecture and building; biographical, historical and
descriptive, volume. i, new york, 1905, pp 457 — 458.

(°) Adeline; adeline's art dictionary, op. cit, p 43.

(°°) Meyer; handbook of ornament, op. cit, p 73.
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Quelques exemples de I’expression « celui dont I’action ne connait pas
I’échec »

Prof .DR/ Wagdy Ramadan

L’Egyptien ancien refusait I’idée de défaillance, c’est pourquoi, nous trouvons la
formule « celui dont I’action ne connait pas 1’échec » ' dans les textes. Notre
attention s’est portée ici sur cette formule. On la trouve sur les papyrus, les steles,
et dans les textes religieux. Dans cette optique, examinons la formule précedente,
familiére a chaque personne. Par ailleurs, elle est utilisée a propos d’une divinité " .
Pour I’instant, arrétons- nous sur onze documents dont le plus ancien date du
Nouvel Empire, et plus particuliérement les textes datant de 1’ époque ramesside,
pour justifier notre point de vue

1- Stele de Ramses I, prov. Athribis

- A . ROWE, « Short report on excavations of the Institute of
Archaeology, Liverpool at Athribis », dans ASAE 38,
1938,p.525, pl. 98.

- K.A.KITCHEN, Ramesside Inscriptions, Historical and
Biographical 11, Oxford, 1969, p. 306-7.

- P.VERNUS, Atribis,textes et documents relatifs a la géographie,
aux cultes, et a [’histoire d une ville du Delta Egyptien a
[’époque pharaonique, BdE,

74,1978, p. 37,n. c.

Ddt m rA.f xpr nn whn zp
« Tout ce qui sort de sa bouche se réalise, celui dont l’action
ne connait pas | échec ».

2- Stele de Ramses Il a Beth-Chan , I’an 18 .

- K. A. KITCHEN, op. cit ., p. 151,5.

-A. RowE, Topography History of Beth- Shan , 1930, pl 46.
-PM VII, p. 379.
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nwhy nzxr .fiinaSn.f

C Celui dont son conseil ne connait pas I’échec ™ , et il vient vers celui qui

[’invoque »

3- Stele de Tamy, prov. Pi-Ramses .

- J. YOYOTTE, « Les steles de Ramses Il a Tanis », dans Kémi 10, 1949 , p.
60 - 74 .

- K. A. Kitchen, RI Il , p. 289,9 .

-PM IV, p. 21 (196) .

n why n.f

« Il n’a pas connu [’échec »

4- Temple de Mout a Karnak

- KITCHEN, op . cit. , p; 596, 14-15.

n AhAy n.f

« Il n’apas connu I’ échec »

5- Stele de Ramseés I, prov. Giza
- CH.ZIvIE, Giza au deuxieme millénaire, BdE 70, 1976, p. 149, |. 6-7 .
- KITCHEN, RI 11, p. 337,9 .

n why n.f hb n.f tAw nbw _
« Il n’a pas connu I’ échec (quand) il a parcouru tous les Pays »"

6- Stele de Ramseés 11, prov. Assouan
- LD I, pl . 175(9)

- J. DE MORGAN, Catalogue des monuments et inscriptions de
[’Egypte antique : Kom
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Ombo I, Vienne, 1895, p. 6.

- KITCHEN, RI I, p. 354,4 .

bw hAw i Ddt.f nb
C Toute ce qu’il dit, ne connait pas 1’échec » "
7- Le temple de Beit el - wali,regne de Ramses Il .

- G. ROEDER, Der Felsentemple von Bet el - Wali, Le Caire,1938,
pl. 15-21.

- Ed. WENTE, The Beit el -Wali temple of Ramesses |1, Chicago,
1967, p. 15.

-PM VII, p. 23-4 (8-9) .

whi ib n tA xArw

« Celui qui ne manque pas de courage * dans la terre de Kharou » .

8- Le temple de Karnak, Salle hypostyle, paroi ouest.

- KITCHEN, RI I, p. 165,11.
-PM I, p. 47-49 (1)

nn whi n.f zpd-Hr m kAt.f

« Celui qui ne connait pas I’ échec, lintelligent dans son travail » "

9- Papyrus de Pinedjem en hiératique, XXI © dyn., prov.
Cachette de Deir el - Bahari.

- G. Daressy, « Le décret d’Amon en faveur du grand prétre
Pinozem » dans RT 32, 1910,p. 179.
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nn whA zpA SAa n.f zbty n biA n pt nty Hr mw.f
« Sepa celui qui ne connait pas [’échec quand il a débuté ( ou commencé)

[’enceinte de fer qui est sur son eau »

Le texte de ce papyrus nous apprend que Sepa vient vers qui 1’ appelle, donnant la
joie et I’ allégresse a qui proclame son nom. Il accorde la durée des années a celui
qui est son favori, protecteur bienfaisant qui le met dans son ceeur. "

10- Stele de Pi (Ankh)y, prov. Gebel Barkal (Napata), XXVe
dyn. , au Musée du Caire JE 48862, Salle R. 30 E.

- N. GRIMAL, La stele triomphale de Piankhy, MIFAO 105, Le
Caire, 1981,p. 128.

- A. SPALINGER, « The Piye Pi(Ankh)y Stela », dans RdE 31,
1979 ,p .74

-PM VIl , p.217.

nwhin.fzp.i

« [l (le dieu) a fait que mon action ne connait pas [’ échec »

11- Papyrus de Nesmin, Il e siécle av. J.C. , Brit. Mus. , n°
10208

- F. HAIKAL, Two hieratic funerary Papyri of Nesmin, dans BA
14, Bruxelles, 1972, p. 17, n° 28

-J. CL. GOYON, « Le cérémonial pour faire sortir Sokaris
(papyrus Louvre 1. 3079) » dans RdE 20, 1969, p. 63.

iwty whA zp.f

C Celui dont I’action ne connait pas I’échec » ™
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Conclusion

On remarquera que le texte renfermant cette expression pour toujours realiser,
espere-t-on, le bonheur des étres, sans parler de la philosophie exprimée, qui est
d’une grande hauteur de pensée. Evidemment, cette expression entre aussi dans la
composition de certains titres de roi (doc. 1-8,10), dignitaire, noble, ou prétre (doc.
9,11).

Pour la formule précédente, on trouve plusieurs variantes :

1- n whi zp.f (doc.11)
2- nwhi.n.fzp.i(doc. 10)

3- nnwhnzp (doc.l)

4 - nwhn zxr.f (doc. 2)

5- nwhin.f (doc. 3,5,8)

6 - bw whi iDdt.f nb ( doc.6)

7 - (n) whi ib n tA xArw (doc. 7)

8 - nn whi + une divinité (doc.9)

On notera également que cette formule est portée par des divinités ( doc. 9,10);
D’autre part, la plupart des formules précédentes, est attribuée au roi Ramses 11
combattant, qui conquiert sans faillir tous les pays étrangers ( doc; 1-9), de méme
pour le roi Piankhy ( doc; 10). Enfin, le prétre Nesmin a porté cette formule (doc.
11).

Le document( 10) fait allusion a la fonction du dieu Sepa, qui réside a Pe- Hapy,
par lequel la crue du Nil jaillit a Héliopolis.* De plus, on est amené a la question
de relation possible entre 1’ expression précédente et les guerres du roi Ramses 11,
contre les pays étrangers. A mon avis, on peut préciser cet aspect. Reste a voir, le
sens et la graphie du verbe: whi, whn; ce verbe sert a donner le sens de « faillir,
échapper » . On peut mettre un

lien entre le mot «whn E et le sens fréquent dans la langue arabe « el -wahan »,
c’est-a-dire « la faiblesse ». En ce qui concerne la graphie de ce mot, il est écrit par
la syllabe C wh E ( doc; 5,7,10) et C whA,whn E ( doc. 1-4,9,11) .
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"Sur le sens de C zp E, voir MEeks, Alex I, p. 95, 77. 0993, en copte OYI E, cf. Wh, I, p .339,14.

" P. VERNUS, Athribis, P. 37, n. c. Sur les graphies différentes de ce mot, voir Wb I, p. 339, 1-14
" Lire : whi, voir Wb I , p. 339, 4.

™ Lire: hbi , « enfoncer avec les pieds, piétiner » .cf. Meeks, Alex. IIl, p. 178,
79.01823.

YLe mot whi a aussi le sens de « rater, faillir » voir SPALINGER, RdE 31, 1979, p.
74, n. 26.

VI Sur cette expression , voir MEexs, Alex. 111, p. 73, n°79.0728 .

Y pour zpd-Hr ,voir CH. ZIVIE, Giza, p. 188, 1.7.

Vil R. WAGDY, Le dieu Sepa dans la religion égyptienne, Thése (inédite), Le Caire, 1994, p. 151 (doc.161 a).

™ Le mot zp désigne parfoisn I’action ou I’entreprise du roi, voir VERNUS, op.
cit, p. 73, n. ¢ ; SCHOTT, Gottingen Nachr; 1961, p. 143, n° 6.

* Sur la stéle de Djedatoumoufankh, prov. d’Héliopolis, XX VI © dyn. , cette
divinité a porté le

titre de I’ eau nouvelle, voir CORTEGGIANI, hommages Sauneron |, p. 133-4, I.
4; p.122,n.k.
¥ Sur whi-ib « manque de courage, defaillir » ,voir MEgks, Alex. Ill, p. 73, n°
79. 0728. Mais Faulkner, CD, p. 65, donne « miss of arrows » .
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Remarks on Four Coptic Tax-Receipts

Dr/ Sohair Ahmed

Abstract:

This paper deals with adding some remarks on four published Coptic tax receipts written on
ostraca (potsherds) were presented by Crum in his book: “Short Texts from Coptic Ostraca and
Papyri” as kind of text and the transcription only without translation or comment, their numbers
are: O. Crum ST, 419, 64, 68, and 78. They were translated by Till in more than one publication.
For that | prefer to collect all what written about them (through these publications) and comment
on them here and also presented them with their photos.

Key words: Collector, Gold, Payer, Potsherd, Receipt, Solidus, Tax.

Introduction:

The tax receipts tell us about the importance of taxes in late antique Egypt. The Romans
established a strict system of taxation. There were many kinds of tax such as land tax, taxes on
property, on animals and on specific goods such as salt and oil. There was a complicated system
of tax collection and local people could be forced to work as tax collectors. Many tried to avoid
paying taxes, especially when the harvest was poor. It is said in Roman times, one quarter of all
the tax revenue in Egypt went to Rome and another quarter to pay the Roman army in Egypt.
The rest was spent on the upkeep of the farm land (building and repairing dykes, canals and
dams), and on the administration (to pay the salaries of government officials)." Documents are
connected to taxation: tax receipts, a few tax demands, protection passes (when escaping from
paying the tax), a travel permit, and a tax agreement." The content of Coptic tax receipts shows
that there was a scribe in many times and the payment can be on two installments.

Signs for publishing"

[abc] Letters missing from the original text due to lacuna, restored by the editor.

a(bc) Abbreviation / symbol in the text, expanded by the editor.

<ab> Characters erroneously omitted by the ancient scribe, restored or corrected by the editor.
{ab}Letters in the text considered erroneous and superfluous by the editor.

\ab/Letters added above the line of writing.

... letters difficult to read by the editor

Receipt 1

Title receipt [VI-VII century]

Summary receipt of a solidus paid by Kamoul to Patermouthi; at the end "I
assent”

Citations O.Crum ST 419

Inv. Id 0.Col.inv. 69 (acc. 4.35)

Support/Dimensions 1 ostracon ; tan ribbed clay ; 10.5 x 13 cm

Language in Coptic

Date 500 CE - 690 CE
More from the period between 500 CE and 690 CE

Note (general) 5 lines of writing on the front; back blank

Note (general) Complete

Note (general) the hand is regular and medium-sized; the signature is larger and

7
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more proficient"

content by Crum and Till: tax receipt/receipt.’
provenance: Memnoneia-Djeme (Thebes west),
Sheikh Abd el-Gurna

Dialect: Sahidic"

Content by me: perhaps tax receipt (as suggested by Crum) because it is mentioned here the
paid money is a gold coin known as solidus /holkottinos, this coin worth 22-24 carats, the tax
payer called Kamoul (his name means “camel”) and the tax collector called Patermouthios.

Recto
. +2iTOOTK NTOK

GAMOYX 2AKATIONOTTZE

1
2
3. wnaianok natepmoyer\oc/
4. NOY2ONOKOTINOC +

5

. ‘tcTuxet +

1. + From your hand, you (are)
2. Kamoul , you paid

3.to me, | am Patermouthios
4. one holokottinos (=solidus) +
5. l assent +

| observed that neither the names of fathers nor the titles were written in this receipt.

8
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The text starts and ends with cross.

Receipt 2
O. Crum ST no.64,
potsherd

Transcription only translation by: Crum (in 1921)
without translated until
the 7" line only by: Till vii

Kept in Durham, Oriental
Museum, no. 1951.14

(the Museum sent the photo
to me)

>ontent by Crum and Till: : tax receipt
Provenance: Thebes, the 6"-the 8" c. AD""

Content by me: tax receipt from a Pistikos (an official) who writes to two persons called
Kolbeune and Abraham recorded that they paid to him their tax consists of one (gold) solidus
and 10 gold carats and one tetarton (quarter), the date of payment is faded here.

2 s B

Recto
+ aNOK

1R ANHC TTIC
TIK/ €TC221'NKOABEYNE
MNABPa2aM XE€ €1C 0Y

AN

2ONOK/ €qMER' MNMHTE
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6. NKEPATIONNNOYB' MNOY
7. TETAPTON &Y€l €TOT 217
8. [ToT]k......

+ lam

John the

warden (pistikos) who writes to Kolbeune
and Abraham that behold one

Solidus paid with ten

gold carats with one

Tetarton (quarter) they came to my hand
from your hands ....]

9. Name of month?

10. ...29, Indiction?..............

NG~ WDPE

1.2-3 mcTik/ abbreviated for mecTikoc “ trustee, custodian “Xconsidered as attribute means “man
of - confidence/ trust™™", namely literally means trustworthy man.

In papyri, the term had denoted a kind of agent since the Byzantine period. In
Early Islamic period, this title seems to be mostly connected with the Arab authorities and tax-
collection. They could have been a sort of guarantors for the tax payments of their villages. This
practice is well attested in 7—8thc_entury papyri likely to be administrative agents in charge of
organizing requisitions in Fustat.*"

xoxseyne: a personal name for men.

1.5 eonox/ abbreviated for holokottinos as Coptic term for the largest denomination of gold coin,
roughly equivalent to the Arab Dinar , in Greek texts as nomisma.*'Latin as solidus, Arabic as
Dinar, known in Roman Empire after 312 A.D., in Bohairic known as Ioukoje"Vi and became
feminine word. The weight of the standard coin is 4.5 gm. of gold*""and sometimes became less.

mel: verb means:

1. “fill”

2. fulfill, complete
3. amount to, reach
4. pay

5. befull

6. be paid®"

TETaPTON Means “quarter" but | think it refers to a coin minted from bronze*™.

10
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Receipt 3

O.Crum ST no.68 . O.Vind

Copt no.92

Potsherd

Transcription only without translation : Crum, W. E. (in 1921)
Translation for part of text - by : Till , in 1947, 1960 and 1964
provenance: Memnonia-

Djeme-Thebes, AD700-

725

Kept in the National

library of Vienna

Content by me: tax receipt from the lashane (Magistrate) of Sanhur called Peter to George
son of Isak from the same village that the lashane George received the money of his poll tax as
one reckoned solidus. For that this receipt may found from Fayyum although there are other
places mentioned with this name.
[ ey

GREEN YELLOW MAGENTA WHITE 3/COLOUR BLACK

K. 0. 731 (VO) +7120254202

Recto

+ METPOC TAAWANE

mniewp™ neqcleal]

NIEMPTI0C N 1CaK MTP[M yN]
2P X€ €1C 0Y2ONOK[/ Napio(Ma) 2a]
nekAlarpadon'ea] ]

v/ apib vo a gy u/ pne[ |

N AW =

neTpoc ctol\x/+

1. +Peter the magistrate

11
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of the Sanhur , the one who writes

To George the son of Isak the m[-an of San-]

hwr that here is one [reckoned ] solidus for

Your poll tax forf....]

Namely 1 reckoned solidus ,Wrote (in) month Me[-sore ..number]

. Peter assents +

ramane: Village magistrate equals to protocomet , one of his functions is issuing the receipts for
taxes paid. "

Anarpadoun: diagraphon is the poll tax paid by Egyptian adult males known in Ptolemaic and
Roman periods and still in Islamic Egypt for non-Muslims adult males. "

Note : Most of the fiscal texts written by a scribe called Aristophanes are concerned with
the poll tax, called diagraphon in Theban documents. He wrote receipts for a total of
sixty-seven men, issuing multiple receipts for nine of them. Payments were made in
installments (katabole) in the first part of the fiscal year (between May and September).
The fixed formulary of these receipts is presented in detail. All but two of the receipts for
the poll tax were written in Coptic and those for the expense tax in Greek. Cromwell
hypothesizes that the choice of languages depended on the destination of the receipt.™"
Reckoned solidus: it equals about 22 carats™"' in another Coptic tax receipt™"", the reckoned
solidus is mentioned as:

No ok~ wd

X&hc oygelro, ﬁb/u')«

TALY NAN t—761/7£- 7 45 n
| can translate it as according to Till*": "and here is one reckoned solidus, you paid it to us
(two pistikos). It makes 22 and half carats ".
When the Roman solidus, widely distributed by Emperor Constantine | commencing in 312,
from the reign of this Emperor (r. 306-337), the gold solidus was minted at seventy-two to the
Roman pound, and later sub-divided into twenty-four carats probably in the early fifth century.
The solidus did not change until Justinian I issued light weight gold solidi weighing twenty
carats each (3.76g) and twenty-two carats each (4.14g) from 538 onwards™",

Receipt 4
O. Crum ST no.78,
O.Vind Copt no.76,

potsherd

Transcription only without translation or comment by: Crum, W.
(in 1921) translated by Till, W. (in 1947, 1960
and 1964)

Content . tax receipt

Kept in the National library of Vienna
Provenance : Memnonia- Djeme-Thebes, AD 698-
7287

Content by me: tax receipt of poll tax, the payer is a priest called Basileos and the first signer
is a headman™* called Christophoros and the scribe here called Psate son of Pisrael, he was
considered as one of the scribes of Thebes.”"So it confirms this receipt from Thebes.

12



Journal of Archaeological Research and Studies

Memorial volume(2019)

BLUE CYAN GREEN YELLOW

|5

L TR

Recto
+ e1cc™™" oyeonox/
NaploMia a4€l €TOOT
2ITOOTK NTOK BaCl

AEC TMPEcB/ 2a
TIEKAIATPAON 21 TTIP

W\T/ KATABOYAH NTEL

XXXV, XXXVi

Yl xP
0bvp ko 8/ € + XpICTO

pomre neMnTh

0010k wh =

dopoc nanu tcTox +
. YATE TICPAHA A4alTEL

[ S
—_ O

. MMOI1 aICMN Telg[N]

p—
[\

. Tary/

+ Here is one reckoned solidus
Came to my hand

From your hand you are Basi-
leos the priest for

Your poll tax for the first
Installment of this

Hathor 21 , the 5™ Indiction
Phoros the headman, | assent +
10 Psate (son of) Pisrael he asked
11. Me, |drew this

12. Receipt

©oNo Ok wdPE

o/

MAGENTA

K. 0. 631 (VO)

WHITE 3/COLOUR BLACK

Fifth year, namely 1 gold (=solidus), month
+ Christo-

13
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It is unclear whether low weight coins were minted at Alexandria, although some were probably
imported into Egypt with trade or imperial donatives. """ Mentioned Alexandrian solidus in
O.Crum ST, no.70

1.9 amu : This title has several meanings in different contexts. It can denote an

abbot, a head of a guild or a village headman. Although in Djeme papyri ape is most

likely lower ranking village official mainly concerned with the collection of taxes (the

leading village headman being the (lashane ), in the Hermopolite nome the term clearly means
village headman and is an equivalent of the Greek prwtokwmetes. **

Conclusion:

The Coptic tax receipts were written usually on potsherds (one side only) including the names of
both the tax collector and tax payer(s) with the names of their fathers in many cases, often the
titles of one or both the payer and collector were also added , these texts were including also
names of coins . Writing the date is also important and often written in Greek. There were many
officials acted as tax collector, in these texts he appears as warden (Pistikos), headman (Ape) and
village magistrate (Lashane) . There are many kinds of taxes like poll tax, grains tax, and land
tax and so on. The poll tax (diagraphon) mentioned in two texts here.
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A Coptic Letter and a Loan Contract from the Coptic Museum

Dr/Sohair S. Ahmed

Abstract:

This paper presents two Coptic ostraca in the Coptic Museum in Cairo - as part of a collection
of Coptic ostraca were classified by Kent Brown in his catalogue published in 2009, the two

ostraca here are bearing the numbers 3596' and 4727.

Key words: ass, cakes, Coptic, dates, loan, measure, ostraca, wheat.
Introduction:

The Coptic letters and the loan contracts were written on both papyri and ostraca either in one
side or two sides. Usually the address (in letters) or the docket (in loan contracts) was written on
the verso in the case of writing on a papyrus. The first ostracon represents a private letter to a
cleric and written on a limestone piece while the second ostracon is a contract for repayment a
loan of wheat and written on pottery as usual.

(1)
C.M. no.: 3596

Material: limestone

Subject: A letter

Description: white, soiled. Text on both sides; skilled hand on recto, semi-skilled hand on
verso;7 lines on recto, 5 on verso

Dimensions: 15.2 x 8.5 cm.

State of conservation: ink is erased at top of recto, faded in the center of verso.

Publication data: Unpublished.

Plate no.: Recto: 20, 230; verso 20,231."

Content by me: Private letter, the sender seems to be a baker, he asked sending dates for making
cakes of dates (KaKe€) to the brothers (monks) and he mentioned that he didn’t find ass to deliver
the cakes then he referred to the lack or need to the fresh or old dates for making the cakes.
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=]

Text:
Recto
L

2. XE€] HIMMAH AYTAMON XE€ A-

3. TETNATAMHXOOY ANOHT [1-]
4. [alna emMAC XE TOY KaK[e M?]
5. BNNE NANECHHY [ . ..]

6. xX€ MM EISH €1 NTAXO00[YCOoY]
7. apr Taralrn oyn [RUNE]

8. [MpoyN xooycoy nan?"]

Verso

9. xe Texpla te TEe[TN]

10. COOYN W HN2AAOI N20[1 €1]

11. [an] epon x[e€ glnne N[rapeon?]
12. [ ngline eyAHK X[€ 1]
13-[wloTe NkaKE[ ]

17
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Translation:

Lo

2. seeing [that] they informed us that

3. your charity sent northward [to]

4. [A]pa Thomas for four cakes [of]

5. dates to the brothers [forgive me?]

6. because I didn’t find ass to send /deliver [them to you]
7. Do charity, there are [dates?]

8. [inside, send them to us?]

Verso

9. for this need, you (pl.)

10. know (that) the monks of field don’t [come]
11. to us for [the old] dates

12. [or the] fresh dates for [the]

13. [dou]gh? of cakes [ ]

Comment:

The 1% line was written on the edge of this ostracon and | expect the 8" line written also on the
edge (on verso) and both of them are erased now.

Line 2: HruAH was written rarely in this spelling, usually as eneian’.

Line 4. qTOY KaK[€] can be read doubtfully but it is suggested from the context on verso when
the sender wrote KaKe again, | think he means 4 baskets /sacks of cakes, the cake of dates is
usually written as Tas TeNNE" but here as KaKe TRNNE.

Line 5: gtine "dates"” which is written in this form in Sahidic , Akhmimic and Sub-Akhmimic
dialects."! Used in wages and loans.

Line 6: [Kw nat €gOA] Xe M{DEISN €1w (compare similar sentence as: KW NAL EROA
X€ MIMEISN XAPTHC "forgive me because I didn’t find papyrus" in the apology formula of the
Coptic letters written on potsherds.
Lines 7- 8: According to context, perhaps the sender asked sending the dates to them in the
bakery which seems to be far from the monastery so he intended to send the loaves using the
donkey.

Lines 10-12: because of lacuna, the infinitive is missed in the negated sentence (of the 1%
present) but it is suggested to be: "the monks of field (i.e. monks as farmers) don’t come to us for
the old dates or the fresh dates™.

Lines 11- 12: guine eAHK "fresh/ soft dates ", the opp. as: kriwooye "dried dates” and giiNE
ninapeon “old dates ". I think this later written here but perhaps in shorter form as rmaxen (=
rnapeon , as Gr. adj. means "old").* The old dates can be referring to the crop of dates of the
previous year. Generally, the writer used xXe& many times in the text.

viii
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)

C.M. no.: 4727

Material: pottery

Subject: A letter about an agreement on wheat

Description: brown, almost black, ribbed, pitch on the back surface. Text on one side; semi-

skilled hand; 10 lines.

Dimensions: 7.9 x 9.2 cm.

State of conservation: ink is faded in places.

Publication data: Unpublished.

Plate no.: 5,43,75.
Content by me: A loan contract (not letter as mentioned by Kent Brown), the debtor was a priest
while the title of the creditor is not mentioned in the text. The loan is in wheat (measured by Ho).
The repayment would be in wheat also to be the same as one Ho plus one Ment (measure) as
interest, the text is not completing so the date of repayment is lost here but it is suggested to be in
the month of Paone as usual in these texts. In many cases, the loan was in money and the
repayment was cereals or fruits.

E

Text:

Recto

1. f ANOK 1wW2ANNHC [T aNa-]
NIAC IPECR, NTE( . ..]
SWPO €TCO2AINY[ .... ]
NN neTpoc xe [aixi]
NOY2MW NCOYO M[MOK |
NTATAY NaK 2[M Mamn€E]
[a]xXM Aa[aY] na[MPIBOAIN]

NoakwN
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8. [MIM OYMNT M[ MHCE .. AKX€E?]
9. [m]ar mmoc x[e...]

Translation:

¥ 1 am John [the son of Ana-]

nias the priest of [(place -

name)] who writes to [NN]

The son of Peter that [ | received]

one Ho-measure of wheat from [you]

and | will repay it to you in [ Paone ?]

Without any [dispute/objection]

[with] one Ment-measure as [ interest , as you said?]
it [to] me that[.....]

0 oo [

Comment:

BoOoooo~Noa~wdE

Line 1-2: AMIAC OF ANANIAC: proper names from Hebrew origin, Ar. Hanania *"

Generally, the usual opening formula of loan-repayment contracts: The names of both debtor and
creditor, as: aNOK A eT/ed/eicoain B, usually the names of their fathers, or the address of
both (or of the creditor only are also written™". _

Line 3-4: ripecg, unusual stroke of abbreviation for this title means "priest"*", Ar. as "gassees".
The geographical name: T€[ ...] swpo is difficult to be determined perhaps written with the
fem. definite article or it refers to "village , hamlet" as swripo now as shobra™.

o[ .... ]. represents the personal name of creditor which is difficult to be known because there
are many personal names starting with hori-letter. *'

| suggest the formula a1x1 according to the space expected here but usually it was written the
formula: T xpewcTel nak "I owe you" "

Line 5 2w: Ho- measure is Theban dry- measure for grains & fodder, esp. with wheat, barley and
lentils, larger than Maaje-measure. "

Line 6: it is mentioned in many Coptic loan formulas as: T o ngeToMOC NTATAN( NAK "I
am ready to give it to you".*"

Line 7: aXN AAAY T AMPIBOAIA OF ANTIAOCIA  aXN is also replaced with xwpic or
aTaaay

Line 8: MeNT is dry measure less than artaba usually for wheat.

XXi

Conclusion:

- Using the ass in delivery the cakes of dates, especially when the cakes delivered in sacks.

- "The monks of field" refers to the monks worked in the lands relating to monastery as
farmers and harvesters of fruits like dates here.

- The kind of cakes which is called kake mentioned as KaK€ TIBNNE and it doesn’t appear
in anywhere else.

- Inthe loan contract, the debtor is priest; the loan is one measure of wheat to be repaid as
the same in addition of another measure of wheat as an interest.

- I think both texts here were written in Thebes because the form kake and the Ho-
measure are Theban and they can be dated from the 6" —the 8" centuries CE.
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